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themselves on all sides: the general effect is powerful and
exalting.

Fiesco himself is a personage at once probable and tra-
gically interesting. The luxurious dissipation, in which he
veils his daring projects, softens the rudeness of that strength
which it half conceals. His immeasurable pride expands it-
self not only into a disdain of subjection, but also into the
most lofty acts of magnanimity: his blind confidence in
fortune seems almost warranted by the resources which he
finds in his own fearlessness and imperturbable presence of
mind. His ambition participates in the nobleness of his
other qualities; he is less anxious that his rivals should
yield to him in power than in generosity and greatness of
character, attributes of which power is with him but the
symbol and the fit employment. Ambition in Fiesco is in-
deed the common wish of every mind to diffuse its indi-
vidual influence, to see its own activity reflected back from
the united minds of millions: but it is the common wish
acting on no common man. He does not long to rule, that
he may sway other wills, as it were, by the physical exertion
of his own: he would lead us captive by the superior gran-
deur of his qualities, once fairly manifested; and he aims at
dominion, chiefly as it will enable him to manifest these.
6 It is not the arena that he values, but what lies in that
arena:' the sovereignty is enviable, not for its adventitious
splendour, not because it is the object of coarse and uni-
versal wonder; but as it offers, in the collected force of a
nation, something which the loftiest mortal may find scope
for all his powers in guiding. " Spread out the thunder,"
Fiesco exclaims, "into its single tones, and it becomes a
" lullaby for children: pour it forth together in one quick
" peal, and the royal sound shall move the heavens." His
affections are not less vehement than Ins other passions: